Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 193371 

15 

ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/RHMILLER:AOA:CSA 
APPROVED BY P:P.C.HABIB 
S/S PSBRIDGES 
L-G. ALDRICH (SUBSTANCE) 

008975 

O 0423 10Z AUG 76 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL SYDNEY NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 193371 

EXDIS, TODEP 44 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TA;S: PFOR, MARR, RP 

SUBJECT :PRESS GUIDANCE: MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY AND STATUS 
OF BASE NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: A. MANILA 11564; B. MANILA 1 1565 

WE BELIEVE YOU SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT GET INTO SPECIFICS 
ON THE QUESTION OF U.S. OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE MUTUAL 
DEFENSE TREATY. IF QUESTIONED ON OUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER 
THE TREATY, WE BELIEVE YOU SHOULD SIMPLY REFER TO THE 
PRESIDENT'S AND THE SECRETARY'S REPEATED RE- AFFIRMATIONS 
OF OUR INTENTIONS TO HONOR OUR COMMITMENTS IN ASIA, MOST 
RECENTLY IN THE SECRETARY'S SEATTLE SPEECH ON JULY 22. 

WE REPEAT AGAIN OUR SUGGESTION THAT YOU AVOID FORMAL 
PRESS CONFERENCE OR DETAILED EXCHANGE WITH THE PRESS. 

THE BEST WAY TO HANDLE THIS IS AN ARRIVAL STATEMENT, 

WITH NO QUESTIONS AND A SIMPLE DEPARTURE STATEMENT WITH 
A FEW QUESTIONS IN PASSING. HABIB 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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